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introduction is obviously hampered by his large knowledge and understand-
ing of Fracastoro. He might give us a far larger book than the present
volume on the learned doctor whom he would prefer to present as the pas-
sionate poet. But even the bibliographical enthusiast must be grateful for
the introduction, if only for the appreciative glimpse of Dr. Osler and his
professorial adviser.
The work lists all the Latin editions of the poem. The completeness of
this list was assured by the circulation of hand-lists long before publication,
a method heartily to be recommended to bibliographers. Italian, English,
French, German, Spanish, and Portuguese translations are listed in the same
careful fashion. The bibliographical description of each book is a model of
accuracy and thoroughness. The final section on bibliography and criticism
naturally calls for selection and here the judgment of the editors seems to
be beyond criticism. The illustrations are sufficiently numerous and well
selected; the book itself is a beautiful example of the fine art of printing.
CLARENCE W. MENDELL.
LOBAR PNEUMONIA AND SERUM THERAPY. By Frederick T.
Lord and Roderick Heffron. The Commonwealth Fund, New
York City, 1936. Pp. 90. $1.
In this small text are summarized the conclusions reached by those who
have been carrying on the Massachusetts Pneumonia Study since 1931.
Concisely, and in terms that are free from ambiguity, are presented "the
present conception of certain aspects of lobar pneumonia,- and the methods
of application and the results of specific therapy, in the hope of promoting a
wider understanding of the disease and a more general use of antipneumo-
coccic serum." This statement (from the preface) clearly indicates the
attitude of the authors relative to the question of the value of serum therapy;
an attitude that seems to be fully supported by the results obtained in the 956
cases analyzed. Without entering into the attractive, but not always pro-
ductive, realm of theory the essential practical facts of diagnosis and treat-
ment are made both interesting and instructive. In no place will one find a
better statement of what to do-and what not to do-in applying specific
therapy in lobar pneumonia. GEO. H. SMITH.
BODY WATER: THE EXCHANGE OF FLUIDS IN MAN. By John
P. Peters. Charles C. Thomas, Springfield, Ill., and Baltimore,
1935. Pp. x + 405 pages. $4.
The importance of the exchange of fluids in man has led to an enormous
amount of investigative work, greatly facilitated in the past twenty years by
the development of accurate quantitative analytical methods adapted to small